86   DR. BARNARDO:  PHYSICIAN, PIONEER, PROPHET
As Barnardo pondered the events of that night, all
seemed to stand out in providential light. In accepting the
challenge of Shaftesbury's guests, he felt certain that twenty
or thirty homeless youngsters would be found. They roused
seventy-three. This was the largest, and most pitiable,
band of outcast children Barnardo had ever seen. Long
afterwards, he exclaimed: "I pray God that never again
may I look upon such a sight!35 And it is doubtful if he did,
He, therefore, not only disarmed his critics; actually he
revealed to them conditions worse than he had described.
But more: Lord Shaftesbury, a rare judge of men, had
advised him to consider prayerfully the call of God in East
London. And could this advice be lightly set aside? Was
not Shaftesbury President of the British and Foreign Bible
Society? Was he not, too, a potent figure behind the
greatest Missionary Societies in Britain? Yet this arch-
enthusiast for foreign missions had suggested to Barnardo
that his peculiar talents were more fitted for missionary
work in London than China. The Ragged School teacher
pondered and prayed; and increasingly he seemed to hear
in Shaftesbury's suggestion the voice of God.
Admittedly, later, in his First Occasional Record of the
East End Juvenile Mission, Barnardo still referred to himself
as a candidate for China, if someone could be found to
pilot his London mission. But none of his helpers had his
vision; and none felt able to wear his mantle. Nevertheless,
though Barnardo remained in London, before his death he
had the joy of bestowing his blessing upon seventeen of
"his children55, who sailed as foreign missionaries in
his stead.